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of Japan with, spiritual ideas. It lias given a new
conception of righteousness, of integrity and
purity, of womanhood and the home, of private,
family and national life. It has deeply in-
fluenced Government education. It led the way
in the pioneer work for the education of girls,
while its kindergartens were models and are still
the best in Japan. Its influence on literature
and national life has been marked. The litera-
ture during the Era of Seclusion was Buddhist
in tone ; during the present Era it is Christian.
Christian schools have produced a novelist like
Tokutomi Kenjuro, a poet like Shimahaki Toson,
while the editors of some twenty of the leading
journals of the empire were trained in Christian
schools.

Unfortunately, however, Christian education
has been almost driven to the wall by the bureau-
cratic and uniform system of Government educa-
tion. The missionary institutions have not been
able to keep pace with the heavily subsidized
and recognized Government institutions. Miss
Tsuda says :* " To-day education in the mission
schools is on the whole, grade for grade, below
Government and public schools." The causes
of this weakness are lack of prestige and Govern-
ment recognition, lack of proper equipment, the
inferior quality of many of the teachers, lack of

1 Art. in International Beview of Missions for April, 1913,